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Late October 2015 saw the opening of the UK’s new National Training Academy for 
Rail (NTAR), an industry-wide initiative to enhance the capability that the UK industry 
needs if it is to maintain and upgrade its railway network.  Over the coming months 
and years this stunning facility at Northampton will be at the centre of efforts to build 
up the workforce that is needed for the period of rapid change and expansion that 
faces the industry in the UK.

Reflecting on the articles that we have published in IRSE NEWS throughout 2015, it is 
clear that countries across the world have faced similar issues of a near-perfect storm 
of workforce resource issues, changes in stakeholder expectations and challenging 
economic conditions.  They have tackled these in a number of different ways, for 
example the innovative use of technology or the application of novel programme 
management techniques.  It is to be hoped that the lessons learnt and progress 
made by IRSE members on all continents can help others to ensure that our industry 
continues to develop to support the needs of the travelling population and freight 
carriers globally.

How about telling the rest of the global industry about your triumphs and successes 
regarding training and development in your organisation?  Please feel free to contact 
one of the editorial team (details provided to the left of this article) in order to provide 
your article for IRSE NEWS.

We would like to wish all our readers a successful and prosperous New Year, and 
we look forward to receiving your articles and news of continuing success across the 
railway signalling, telecommunications and control industry throughout 2016.
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